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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Understanding the cognitive-motor and neuromotor
processes involved in executing actions and motor skills
is crucial for selecting appropriate practice methods and
accelerating the motor learning process. Research
indicates that brain waves in various areas can fluctuate
during the learning of specific tasks. Research has
observed that during successful performance, brain
waves decrease in various brain areas; at the same time,
other studies have shown that the power of brain waves
is higher in experts. According to scientists, changes in
brain wave activity in various brain regions of both
novices and experts reflect improving and adjusting
cognitive-motor functions. Based on the psychomotor
efficiency hypothesis, individuals with high motor
performance levels have improved cognitive-motor
processes. Experts have greater neural efficiency and
refined cognitive-motor processes, requiring minimal
cognitive and mental energy consumption. We propose
that both neurocognitive and neuromotor processes work
together to generate adaptive motor outputs. Specifically,
brain regions responsible for the organization and control
of movements, such as the motor cortex, become more
engaged and proficient at coordinating the various organs
and components involved in movements as learning
progresses. This advancement results in noticeable
enhancements in motor behavior, including increased
stability, consistency, and coordination. To investigate
this issue, we conducted a study aimed at answering our
main research question: Is there a difference in the Mu
rhythm between expert and novice individuals in the
motor areas involved in executing the golf putting task,
specifically in the C3, Cz, and C4 regions?

Methods

Fifteen novice golfers and fifteen expert golfers
participated in this study. All participants were right-
handed, had normal vision, and had no history of head
injuries, mental health issues, cognitive disorders, or
neurological diseases. They were instructed to avoid any
medications that could affect brain function, as well as
caffeine and alcohol. Additionally, they were advised to
rest adequately before the experiment. During the
experiment, the participants were asked to perform a
golf-putting task while their brain waves were recorded.
The recorded brain waves were amplified and filtered
using a hardware filter that ranged from 0.1 to 70 Hz,
along with a notch filter set at 50 Hz. The data was
sampled at a frequency of 250 Hz. After initial collection,
the data was processed with Win EEG software.
Following this, MATLAB software was employed to
remove artifacts and non-neural data sources using the
independent component analysis (ICA) method. The
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power spectrum density estimation component was
measured using the Welch estimation method. A 2x3
(groupxareas) one-way Multivariate Analysis of
Variance (MANOVA) was conducted. Before analysis,
the normality of the data was confirmed using the
Shapiro-Wilk test (P>0.05), the equality of variance was
verified by the Levene test (P>0.05), and the
homogeneity of covariance matrix was confirmed by
Box's M test (P>0.05).

Results

The study found a significant difference in the Mu
rhythm power of the C3, Cz, and C4 areas between the
expert and novice groups. The results indicated that the
average Mu rhythm power in the expert group was higher
than in the novice group. Specifically, the difference was
statistically significant in the C3 (P=0.024, F(128=5.667),
Cz (P:0.016, F(1,28)=6.521), and C4 (PS0.0S, F(lyzg):
3.99) areas.

Conclusion

The study findings indicate a significant difference in the
power of the Mu rhythm between novice and expert
golfers. Experts demonstrate higher power in the Mu
rhythm than novices. This research aligns with previous
studies, suggesting that specific brain waves may
increase in areas related to the task at hand while
decreasing in regions unrelated to the task. Scientists
believe the brain undergoes functional and structural
changes, during the motor learning process and these
changes in brain activity indicate improved information-
processing efficiency and cognitive-motor processes.
That is, successful performance requires suppressing and
inhibiting cognitive-motor processes unrelated to the
task, while cognitive-motor processes related to the task
increase and become more involved. As a result, the
experts demonstrate more efficient cortical function in
the brain when performing specific tasks. This leads to
minimal energy consumption in cognitive-motor
processes and results in consistent and high-quality
motor output. In addition to these statements, we infer
that refinement and efficiency in brain function
especially in neuro-motor functions occur during
learning and with an increase in the learner's skill level.
This means that, instead of involving unrelated cognitive
processes and areas not directly connected to skill
execution (like T3), the regions of the brain responsible
for controlling the body and organs (such as the motor
cortex or areas C3, Cz, and C4) become more active in
organizing and managing the components necessary for
movement. As a result, the coordination and consistency
in executing the skill is improved. This improvement can
be observed as an increase in wave power within the
motor cortex (see Fig 3).
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